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IN THIS ISSUE 

The last ten months have absolutely 
flown by!  In many ways, it feels like 
our last field season just ended.  
Believe it or not, though, it’s already 
just about time to point my truck 
west again and begin the 2018 Field 
Expedition! 

For each and every one of our staff, 
this is the most exciting time of year.  
All of the hard work of planning, 
organizing, training, and planning a 
lot more, is finally coming to an end.  
Now it’s time to put all of those 
efforts to the test and make it all 
happen.  Of course, there’s the 
anticipation of what we’re actually 
going to find, too.  We already know 
which sites we’re focusing on this 
summer, but you never know what 
you’re actually going to find – there 
are always surprises! 

And then of course there’s the field 
work itself.  The very real challenges 
of heavy, physical work, under 
extreme desert conditions, and the 
mental challenges that go along with 
it, are a very big part of what we love 
about it.  The work, the conditions, 
the comradery, the landscape, the 
successes and surprises, all combine 

to create what is for us, a very special 
experience.  Field work is in our 
DNA.  It’s what we wish we could be 
doing every day of the year.  It’s how 
we recharge our batteries. 

Field season doesn’t come without 
sacrifices, though, and it’s at this 
time of year that these can weigh 
heavily on us as well.  For me, 
apprehension about leaving my 
family for so long, and the shared 
disappointment over leaving in the 
middle of my son’s baseball 
tournament season top the list.  The 
time away puts a strain on families, 
and that’s why every successful field 
paleontologist is lucky to be 
surrounded by a supportive and 
understanding family.  They know 
how much we love field work, and 
how important it is to us.         

We hope you’ll follow along with our 
adventures and successes this 
summer, as well as our very real 
trials and tribulations.  We’ll be all 
over social media, trying to give you 
a very real sense of what field season 
is all about.    Join us, and as always, 
thank you for your support!

It’s Almost Time Again! 
by Jason P. Schein, Executive Director 

First Western Expedition 
Co-op student Kevin, is headed out 
west for the first time this summer! 
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Gray Fossil Site 
BBPI Paleontologist, Laura Rooney, is 
doing some great work at the GFS! 
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Paleo-art Fun for Everyone! 
Interpreting our Mother’s Day Site! 
Illustration by paleoartist J. Poole. 
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Whatever social media outlet peaks 
your interest, we invite you to get 
involved in our posts this summer!  
Join in our live Facebook feeds, 
retweet us, or follow our adventures 
through our Instagram-worth pictures.  
We will be answering your questions 
live in one of our segments, so it’s not 
too early to begin thinking of some 
interesting questions you might have 
for us!  We can discuss anything 
related to dinosaurs, fossils, field work, 
fossil preparation, and more – any 
question from anyone of any age will 
do!  This summer we also hope to hold 
a caption competition for a future 
photograph of our choosing, so if you 
have a knack for puns and 
paleontology, we’ll be expecting you 
to join the fun! 

Besides keeping up with social media, 
we have a few other video production 
goals in mind for the summer! These 
include the creation of a new (and 
hopefully hilarious) safety video to be 
shown weekly for our new expedition 
crewmembers, starring none other 
than the BBPI staff.  Another item on 
the filming agenda is to begin 
production on a day-in-the-life video, 
which will take our prospective 
volunteers through all of the 
happenings of a typical day with us in 
the field!  In addition, we hope to 
capture some testimonials from our 
volunteers to be featured on our 
website!  We also want our members 
to have a better sense of who we are 
as staff and expedition leaders, so staff 
bios will be in production and will be 

showcased in the future.   

Again, wherever you may be this 
summer, we hope you’ll follow along 
with us on our adventure out West!   

We could not be happier to report that 
we have essentially filled every single 
spot available for the 2018 Field 
Expedition – that’s nearly 100 guests 
spread out over 6 weeks!   

Our Daily Expedition Visitors 
opportunity has also turned out to be a 
very popular option.  Despite trying a 
“soft rollout” of this program, we have 
completely filled every one of these 
spots as well!  That’s 28 people signed 
up for a total of 50 daily visits! 

‘But wait – there’s more!’  This summer 
we’re extending our reach by 
partnering with a number of wonderful 
organizations to educate students and 
teachers alike. 

 Adelphi University – 
Paleontology students from 
Adelphi U. will join us for 
three days to get some field 
experience and instruction 
from BBPI staff. 

 DESLA – High school students 
and Drexel University 
professors with the Drexel 
Environmental Science 
Leadership Academy will join 
our teams for three days get 
their first paleontology field 
experience. 

 PA Teachers – A group of 20 
teachers from around 
Pennsylvania will join our 

crews for two days during a 
week-long Earth Science 
experience in and around the 
Bighorn Basin, getting some 
real-life, hands-on experience 
in the field.  

Follow Our Adventures This Summer! 
by Brittany L. Malinowski, BBPI Assistant Crew Chief and Educator 

Expecting A Busy Field Season  
by Jason P. Schein 
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2019 FIELD EXPEDITION! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior to heading out to Montana this 
summer, I have had the unique 
experience of being a part of the field 
crew at the Gray Fossil Site in Gray, 
Tennessee. This fossil site was originally 
discovered in 2000 when construction 
crews were attempting to build a new 
roadway through the area. Luckily, the 
workers realized the unusual nature of 
the site, so geologists and 
paleontologists were called in to further 
investigate. What they found was a 
nearly 5-million-year-old fossil site, rich 
in vertebrate fossils such as tapirs, 
alligators, red pandas, rhinos, and even 
mastodons.  

Despite my years of digging out in 
Montana, Gray has proven to be an 
incredible learning opportunity for me. 
No two fossil sites are ever the same 
experience, and Gray is certainly no 
exception. While in Montana and 
Wyoming, I’m accustomed to digging in 
dry conditions with fossils often 
contained in hard sandstones. The 
material at Gray, however, is all 
preserved in soft, wet clays. Admittedly, 
this makes the excavation process much 
simpler as we can shave away layers of 
clay with ease. The Gray Fossil Museum 
was also constructed right at the fossil 
site, so we have the luxury of being able 
to carry our fossils into our preparation 
lab as soon as they are excavated.  

There are many other perks to having 
the museum on site as well, such as our 
ability to wet screen sediment. Wet 
screening is when we take the sediment 
we’ve removed from digging at the fossil 
site and pour it into crates lined with a 
fine metal mesh. These crates are then 
put into large tubs of water and shaken 
until all of the clay is removed. The 
remaining sediment can then be brought 
inside to the lab and picked through 
under a microscope to search for 
microfossils. When most paleontologists 
are out fossil hunting, microfossils often 
get overlooked as we simply don’t have 
the time or resources when out in the 
field to screen through all of the 
sediment. At Gray, however, our fossil 
site is right in our backyard, so we can 
take as much time as we like to screen 
all our sediment, and I truly do mean all 
of it! Every last bit of material that is 
removed from the site gets wet 
screened. By doing this, we are able to 
gain a much broader ecological context 
for the site. Through wet screening, we 
have found several species of 
salamanders, moles, shrews, frogs, 
snakes, and many other small animals 
that may never have been found 
otherwise.  

 It has been wonderful to explore a new 

dig site, particularly one as rare and rich 

in fossil material as the Gray Fossil Site, 

but I’m still anxious to make my way out 

west with the rest of the BBPI crew! 

Whether the fossils are 5 or 150 million 

years old, I’m excited to keep digging!  

Gray Fossil Site, East Tennessee 
by Laura A. Roney, BBPI Assistant Crew Chief and Educator 

Start thinking about the  
2019 Field Expedition! 

You read that right!  We’ve not only 
filled up the 2018 Field Expedition, 
but five spots for 2019 are already 
claimed!  We expect registration to 
open some time in October, so be 
sure to keep an eye on our website 
and your email.  They’ll fill up fast! 

 

Daily Visitors 

Can’t join next year for the whole 
week?  Join us for a day or two Daily 
Expedition Visitors to experience the 
adventure, and Members get a 
discount of up to 50%!  Click the link 
above to learn more. 

Expedition Partners 

Our Field Expeditions make a 
wonderful educational and team-
building experience for groups of any 
type – just ask Adelphi U., Penn 
State, and the PA teacher’s we’re 
hosting this year.  Contact us today 
about setting up a special experience 
just for your group. 

http://www.bbpaleo.org/daily-visitors/
http://www.bbpaleo.org/daily-visitors/
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Spread The Word! 

Every marketer knows that when it 

comes to effective advertising, 
nothing beats positive reactions and 
comments from people you know and 
trust.  The BBPI has always relied 
heavily on peer-to-peer advertising, 
but we could always use more help 
from you, our most loyal supporters! 

The field season is always when we 
are most active on social media, and 
when we have the most valuable, 
original, and exciting content.  And, 
as you heard from Brittany, above, 
we’re planning even more this 
summer – Facebook Live videos, 
caption competitions, and a whole 

lot more! 

Be sure to tell friends and family to 
not only follow us, but also to 
interact and contribute!   

FOLLOW US ON: 

 

 

 

’18 Field Expedition Shirts! 

Speaking of great ways to spread the 
word, why not do so with a new t-
shirt?  Now, in addition to all of the 
other great BBPI items you can find 
on CafePress, 2018 Field Expedition t-
shirts are now available, but only for a 
limited time!  Check out our store on 
CafePress today! 

 

Experiment.com Campaign 

Thank you to those who contributed 
to our crowdfunding campaign on 
Experiment.com this spring!  With 
your help, we raised almost $7,500, 
which will go a long way towards 
much needed tools, supplies, and 
equipment throughout the upcoming 
field season! 

As promised, folks who sponsored 
field jackets will have pictures of their 
jackets sent to them, along with a 
description of the jacket’s fossil 
contents.  We are so grateful to all of 
those who donated, though, and wish 
to publicly thank them here: 

 Mark Dunning (2 Jackets) 

 Geoff Habiger (Trailer rental) 

 Eric Holmstrom (Jacket) 

 Bonnie Joan Garcia-Gloeckner 
(Jacket) 

 Kendall Mainowski (Jacket) 

 Jeff Maxim (Plaster) 

 Elizabeth Pendleton (2 Jackets) 

 Brooke Rowzee (Jacket) 

 Susan Schein Automotive (2 
Jackets) 

 Mariana Seivers (Jacket) 

 Leanna Stackhouse (Burlap) 

 Wewin Tjiasmato (Jacket) 

 Hunter Williams (Plaster) 

 Andrew Wong (Jacket) 

 Dinosaur Culture (Jacket)  

 

 
Corporate Members 

A big thank you to Seidel & Associates 
for being a Corporate Member of the 
BBPI, and for their ongoing support.       

Contact us today to find out how your 
company can work with us to help 
make quality educational and science 
experiences and opportunities 
possible for everyone. 

 

  

In Gratitude . . . 
by Jason P. Schein 

How You Can Help 
by Jason P. Schein 

 

@BBPaleo 

https://www.cafepress.com/bbpaleo
https://www.cafepress.com/bbpaleo
https://experiment.com/projects/join-bighorn-basin-paleontological-institute-s-2018-field-expedition
http://www.seidel-associates.com/
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Hang on, wasn’t it Christmas just a 

few days ago? Yet the 2018 field 

season is almost here already.  

Expedition planning is in full swing 

and we’re gearing up for six weeks of 

dinosaur hunting. It’s an exciting 

time of year. 

I think my perspective is an 

interesting one – the rest 

of the staff are 

seasoned 

Bighorn Basin 

veterans, but I’ve 

barely spent any 

time in that half 

of the country 

until now. My 

field experience 

has so far largely 

been limited to 

places like New 

Jersey and 

Pennsylvania, 

which are very 

different from the badlands.  Fossil 

hunting in the Cretaceous Coastal 

Plain entails walking through forests 

and wading through rivers, sifting 

through gravel stream banks in 

search of oyster shells and shark’s 

teeth. As you move west in New 

Jersey, closer to my hometown, the 

sediments give 

way to Triassic 

sandstones with 

the occasional 

dinosaur track 

sitting high atop 

a cliff face. As 

you reach 

Pennsylvania the rocks become 

older still, and I have spent many a 

weekend chipping through 

Carboniferous shales to find 

beautiful gold and white fern 

impressions. 

But the wild west is a completely 

different ballgame. Outcrops aren’t 

scattered randomly across the 

landscape between 

stands of trees and 

the sprawl of 

suburbia: the 

outcrops are the 

landscape. It 

seemingly takes 

three times as long 

to drive anywhere. 

The sun is always 

shining, and it is 

always hot. 

Occasionally, there 

are scorpions. (Oddly 

enough, I’m hoping 

that the scorpions show up, although 

I doubt that TSA will be happy if I try 

to take one back with me.) 

Even though this will be a vastly 

different experience from what I’m 

used to, I’m not very worried. I’ll be 

working with a great group of people 

that I’ve known for many years, and 

a new rotating cast of characters will 

join us every week, so things will 

never grow stale. We all have high 

hopes for our fossil sites this season, 

myself maybe even more so – 

because I’ll get a chance to prep 

those bones out during the fall in the 

Academy of Natural Science of 

Drexel University’s Fossil 

Preparation Laboratory! And I’m 

really looking forward to enjoying a 

gorgeous Montana sunset every 

single night. 

As I write this, my plane ticket is 

already booked and I’m trying to 

ignore the fact that I need to pack 

soon. But I’m eager for it all to start, 

and July can’t get here soon enough! 

  

First Field Experience In The Bighorn Basin 
by Kevin Sievers, BBPI Co-op Student 
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If you haven’t already, be sure to 
check out our 2017 Annual Report! 

About Us 

The Bighorn Basin Paleontological 
Institute is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization dedicated to paleontology 
and earth science research, education, and 
outreach.  We harness the universal appeal 
of dinosaurs to engage people of all 
interest levels and backgrounds to conduct 
and promote the natural sciences.  The 
greatest strengths of the institution lie in 
our seamless integration of collaborative 
scientific research, educational 
programming, and world-class, immersive 
citizen science experiences. 

The BBPI seeks to be a world-class center 
of paleontological research and education, 
and an important resource for 
paleontologists, natural scientists, and 
citizen scientists seeking to more fully 
understand and interpret the natural 
world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 

The Bighorn Basin Paleontological 
Institute seeks to collaboratively study, 
actively preserve, and dynamically interpret 
the paleontological treasures of the Bighorn 
Basin and the surrounding region, as well as 
to promote paleontology and the natural 
sciences to life-long learners, wherever they 
may be. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our Ethos 

We believe that science is an adventure - an 
adventure in exploration and discovery. 
There is no more fundamentally human or 
important endeavor than to explore. 

We believe that science has the power to 
inspire the global community, and that all 
children - fueled by endless imagination and 
insatiable curiosity - are inherently natural 
scientists. 

We believe that science is exquisitely 
capable of asking and answering questions 
about the natural world, revealing the 
universe's fundamental truths.  As such, we 
believe that science and reason are the best 
tools for addressing and solving the world’s 
most pressing problems.   

We believe that scientific discovery builds on 
the findings of other scientists. We believe 
that scientists have no greater responsibility 
than to communicate their work, sharing 
their discoveries to inspire others in the 
pursuit of knowledge. 

We believe in the power of science. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Who We Are 

Bighorn Basin Paleontological Institute 

3959 Welsh Rd, Ste. 208 

Willow Grove, PA 19090 

P: (406) 998-1390 

Info@BBPaleo.org 

Follow Us! 

BBPaleo.org 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57ccc4a9bebafb56980a7fdc/t/5a9f479c652dea8c73a3981a/1520388004590/BBPI+Annual+Report+-+2017.pdf


  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Have a blast coloring the dinosaur!  Dinosaurs ruled the earth for more than 160 million years.  They came in 

all shapes, sizes, and probably colors, too!  Use your imagination and ask your parents  

to share what you come up with on our Facebook page! 
Paleo-art Fun For Everyone! 

A pterosaur-eye view of the famous Mother’s Day Site Jurassic dinosaur assemblage. 

The BBPI team is excavating this quarry in in Montana this summer!  Illustration by Jason C. Poole. 

http://www.facebook.com/BBPaleo

