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We believe that collaborative, multi-
disciplinary research is the most effective 
approach to reveal the universe's 
fundamental truths. We also believe that 
collaboration is just as important to the 
development of innovative and engaging 
educational programs as it is for 
effectively advancing science. 

This excerpt is from the BBPI’s official 
ethos statement – a declaration so 
important to us that it is at the forefront 
of everything we do, and a founding 
document of the Institution.  It is the 
preamble to our constitution, if you will.   

We have been fortunate to collaborate 
with world class organizations from day 
one.  In little more than a year our 
partnership with the venerable Academy 
of Natural Sciences of Drexel University 
(ANSDU ) has grown, strengthened, and 
diversified.  Our partnership with the 
Yellowstone-Bighorn Research 
Association has experienced similar 
success, and working with Field Station: 
Dinosaurs has allowed us to reach kids 
across the country, and have a lot of fun 
while doing it.   

May is almost here already, and with it 
comes the meticulous phase of planning 
and organizing every moment of the 
upcoming two-month summer field 
season.  Reviewing our schedule, I’m 

struck by just how many more wonderful 
organizations we’re working with, and 
how doing so will allow us to reach so 
many more people. 

Our staff will be working with and 
leading paleontologists and students 
from Adelphi University.  We’re 
expanding our Boys & Girls Club 
program from one location to three and 
working with Drexel University to lead 
their DESLA students on a 3-day 
paleontology excursion.  The very next 
day, we’ll be working with Penn State 
geologists and the PA Space Grant 
Consortium to host teachers and 
education students from across the 
Keystone State on a 3-day field 
paleontology program.  Even after the 
official season ends, we’ll be leading 
geology/paleontology tours at Tippet 
Rise Art Center, and we’re very eager to 
meet this year’s Make-A-Wish families.  
We invite you to click the links provided 
on page 4 to learn much more about 
some of these wonderful programs.  

Thanks in large part to your support, we 
are reaching our goal of not only being 
built on a model of collaboration, but 
we’re also becoming a model for 
collaboration.

Collaboration is Key 
by Jason P. Schein, Executive Director 

Member of the Family 
Co-op student Kevin, on becoming 
part of the BBPI family. 
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Dinosaurs in Kansas!?!? 
The BBPI is helping to bring 
dinosaurs back to the plains! 
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Paleo-art Fun for 
Everyone! 
A Jurassic giant from Montana!  
Illustration by paleoartist J. Poole. 
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http://www.bbpaleo.org/about-the-bbpi/
http://www.ansp.org/
http://www.ansp.org/
http://www.ybra.org/
http://www.ybra.org/
http://www.fieldstationdinosaurs.com/
http://www.fieldstationdinosaurs.com/
http://www.tippetrise.org/
http://www.tippetrise.org/
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This spring is all about two things, at 
least when it comes to outreach: the 
Philadelphia Science Festival (PSF) 
and Field Station: Dinosaurs!  All PSF 
events are free (or very inexpensive) 
and open to the public, so please come 
on out and enjoy these wonderful 
springtime events! 

 

 April 23: Science After School 
(Philadelphia Science Festival). The 
BBPI will be at the Bustleton 
Avenue branch of the Free Library 
of Philadelphia providing lessons 
and having fun with fossils, rocks, 
and kids! 

 
 

 April 25: For the Love of Science: 
An Evening of Storytelling (PSF) 
Hear Philly-area scientists tell their 
own stories of science discovery and 
exploration.  BBPI scientists may 
even be among them!  

 April 26: Science In The National 
Parks (PSF). Perhaps the coolest 
thing we’ve done yet: the BBPI will 
get to talk about Thomas Jefferson, 
his fascination with fossils, AND do 
all of that while in Independence 
National Historical Park!  

 April 28: Science Carnival (PSF) 
The PFS’ culminating event is back 
on the Ben Franklin Parkway, and 
we’re expecting 50,000 science-
loving friends to join us!  It’s an 
amazing event and we’ll be there 
with fossils and fun lessons in 
hand.  

  

 Memorial Day Weekend: Field 
Station: Dinosaurs. The BBPI will 
be with our friends helping them 
celebrate the opening of their new 
location in Derby, Kansas!  So much 
work has gone into this exciting 
event and we can’t wait! 

We know this is a lot to take in – 
remember, these are just the highlights!  
But don’t worry: you can always check 
out our public events calendar on our 
website.  Please come out and join us for 
one, two, or all of these wonderful 
programs!  Volunteer, participate, or just 
watch - we’d love to have you! 

 
 

 

   

 

 

If you keep up with us on social media, 
you already know that we have a new 
member of our team.  As of the 
beginning of this month, Ringoes, New 
Jersey native Kevin Sievers has been our 
co-op student.  In truth, though, Kevin 
has been contributing to the cause for 
quite a while now.   

Even before he became one of our first 
supporters, Kevin started volunteering in 
Education at the Academy of Natural 
Sciences.  Soon afterwards he also 
began volunteering in the Academy’s 
paleontology laboratory, assiduously 
cleaning and preparing BBPI-collected 
fossils under the tutelage of our chief 
fossil preparator, Jason Poole.  This  

 

 

 

opportunity nourished his 
love of paleontology and 
led him to Drexel 
University, where he’s 
now studying Geosciences 
with a concentration in 
Paleontology.   

Drexel’s completely 
integrated relationship with the 
Academy is a very attractive option for 
many students, and Kevin has really 
taken advantage.  In addition to his 
volunteer time, Kevin has jumped right 
into research, working closely with Dr. 
Ted Daeschler, one of the world’s 
foremost paleontologists, on Tiktaalik – 
one of the world’s most famous and 
important fossils.  He’s already 
presented some of that  

 

 

 

research, and his first 
major publication is 

already in the works.   

Kevin is also taking 
advantage of Drexel’s 
innovative co-op 
program, and for the 
next 5+ months he 
will be our co-op 

student.  He’ll 
continue his work in 
the lab, preparing and 
curating our fossils, 
but he’ll also be with 

us in the field this summer.  It will be his 
first field experience, so he’ll be in the 
roles of both student and assistant to 
the expedition staff, learning the ins and 
outs of operating a fun, safe, and 
successful paleontological expedition.   

We’re very excited to have Kevin join the 
team, and I hope you’ll help us welcome 
him to the family.     

On the Horizon 
by Jason P. Schein 

BBPI Staff Highlight 
by Jason P. Schein 

http://www.philasciencefestival.org/
https://www.fi.edu/psf/event/love-science-evening-storytelling
http://www.philasciencefestival.org/
http://www.philasciencefestival.org/
http://www.philasciencefestival.org/
http://fieldstationdinosaurs.com/
http://fieldstationdinosaurs.com/
http://fieldstationdinosaurs.com/Kansas
http://fieldstationdinosaurs.com/Kansas
http://www.bbpaleo.org/public-events-calendar/
http://www.bbpaleo.org/follow-us/
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2018 FIELD EXPEDITION! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a world-class family attraction that 

combines cutting-edge science with 

incredible creativity, Field Station: 

Dinosaurs creating enormous amounts 

of fun and is a perfect partner for our 

organization.  They first opened in 

northern New Jersey – within sight of 

Manhattan – in 2012, and in one way or 

another, the BBPI has been part of the 

science from the 

beginning. 

That’s why we’re 

so happy and 

excited to be part 

of the newest 

addition to the Field Station line-up, 

opening in Derby, Kansas Memorial Day 

Weekend!  As you can imagine, 

enormous amounts of work have gone 

into preparing for the big day.  After 

months of work with city and state 

officials, followed by many more months 

transforming a previously-vacant 14-

acre lot into a dinosaur wonderland, 

building new dinosaurs and shipping 

them from China, interviewing, 

auditioning and hiring new staff, and 

many, many more To Do’s, the final 

pieces are finally falling into place. 

The BBPI is very proud to have played a 

role in the development of the Wichita 

park – the largest animatronic dinosaur 

park in North America!  As the Official 

Scientific and Educational Partner with 

Field Station: Dinosaurs, we have 

worked hard to provide their team with 

the most accurate, up-to-date science 

available.  Our efforts began two years 

ago when we helped them choose the 

best dinosaurs and other prehistoric 

critters to compliment and tell the rich 

paleontological history of Kansas and 

the surrounding region.  Last Autumn 

we began working closely with the 

amazing team at Monkey Boys 

Productions to make the life-size 

walking T. rex puppet, affectionately 

known as “T,” as anatomically accurate 

as possible.  Work continued into the 

winter as we lead the research and 

development of the interpretive signage 

throughout the park.  These are fun, 

engaging signs packed full of 

information about each of 

the 40+ ancient animals on 

site.  We’ve even had a lot of 

fun answering kids’ dino-

related questions on videos 

posted on Facebook .  And all of this 

work has been happening while helping 

to update and improve the signage at 

the original New Jersey location as well. 

We’ll be heading down to Wichita in late 

May to help celebrate the grand 

opening.  We can’t wait to see the 

culmination of all the hard work, 

contributed by so many amazing, 

creative people.   

 

 

  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Have anything in mind that you’d like to see in 

the newsletter?  Let us know about it!  Message 

us on Facebook or send an email. 

Info@BBPaleo.org 

Dinosaurs are Roaming Kansas! 
by Jason P. Schein 

Registration for the 2018 Field 
Expedition is now OPEN! 

There are only a few spots left on the 
2018 Field Expedition!  Sign up today 
to join this amazing adventure! 

11 

 

Now Offering One or Two-Day 
Expedition Visits 

Only have time to join the expedition 
for a day or two?  Daily Expedition 
Visitors get to experience the 
adventure, and Members get a 
discount of up to 50%!  Click the link 
above to learn more. 

http://fieldstationdinosaurs.com/Kansas
https://globenewswire.com/news-release/2018/04/16/1472409/0/en/Dinosaurs-Return-To-Kansas-Field-Station-Dinosaurs-Second-Park-Nears-Opening-Day-Just-Outside-Wichita-With-Over-40-Animatronic-Dinosaurs.html
https://globenewswire.com/news-release/2018/04/16/1472409/0/en/Dinosaurs-Return-To-Kansas-Field-Station-Dinosaurs-Second-Park-Nears-Opening-Day-Just-Outside-Wichita-With-Over-40-Animatronic-Dinosaurs.html
http://monkeyboysproductions.com/
http://monkeyboysproductions.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Kansasaurus/videos/176066659594372/
https://www.facebook.com/Kansasaurus/videos/176066659594372/
mailto:Info@BBPaleo.org
http://www.bbpaleo.org/daily-visitors/
http://www.bbpaleo.org/daily-visitors/
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Experiment.com Campaign 

Over the years the BBPI has developed a 
great relationship with Experiment.com.  
We’ve hosted numerous successful 
crowdfunding campaigns on their 
platform, and, hopefully, we’ve helped 
them to expand their services beyond a 
basic model of donating to scientific 
research.  Case in point: our live campaign 
for the upcoming 2018 Field Expedition.  

This year we’re offering a number of new 
options.  You can, of course, donate any 
amount to the cause (tax deductible!).  
We’ve written extensively in our 
campaign’s Lab Notes about how even 
small amounts go a long way.  This year, 
though, you or your company can also 
sponsor a field jacket, and in return, get 
some publicity and inside information 

about the treasures within.  Finally, you 
can also sign up to join the expedition for a 
day or a week! 

The campaign ends in just a few days, so 
be sure to visit the site today! 

Get Your BBPI Swag! 

Due to popular demand, you can now buy 
BBPI swag on our CafePress store.  T-
shirts, glasses, mugs, tote bags – you 
name it!  While the BBPI doesn’t make 
more than a couple of dollars on any item 
(trying to keep prices down), it’s a great 
way to help us get our name out there!   

Keep an eye out – CafePress is always 
offering sales, and the BBPI gets an extra 
donation if 
you shop 
through 
iGive! 

The BBPI is involved with a LOT of 
amazing partnerships and programs in 
the coming months.  Click on any of the 
images and links in this section for more 
information on some of our public 
programs this field season.  And as 
always, please contact us for even more 
details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking of collaborations, we are very 
excited to announce our first Corporate 
Member: Seidel & Associates.  A huge 
thank you to this wonderful company 
for their on-going support, and for 
helping to make quality educational and 
science partnerships like these possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Collaboration is Key, continued . . . 
by Jason P. Schein 

How You Can Help 
by Jason P. Schein 

 

PA State Teacher’s Program 

 

DESLA Program for 
Highschool Students 

 

https://experiment.com/search/results?utf8=%E2%9C%93&q=schein&commit=Search&projects=lp&lp=_score%2Cdesc
https://experiment.com/search/results?utf8=%E2%9C%93&q=schein&commit=Search&projects=lp&lp=_score%2Cdesc
https://experiment.com/projects/join-bighorn-basin-paleontological-institute-s-2018-field-expedition
https://experiment.com/projects/join-bighorn-basin-paleontological-institute-s-2018-field-expedition/labnotes
https://www.cafepress.com/bbpaleo
https://www.igive.com/AhplZF7
http://www.bbpaleo.org/contact-us/
http://www.seidel-associates.com/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=18JUe9zSIY03tqWLT4Rq0LHzgQspn7Pkl
http://drexel.edu/coas/academics/high-school-programs/desla/bighorn-basin-yellowstone/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1omGf8DiMp3LsDEdXx9gZzqrKdCsqdBME
https://tippetrise.org/education/geo-paleo-tours-of-tippet-rise-reveal-the-regions-geological-wonders
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It’s common knowledge that every kid 

goes through a dinosaur phase. The 

timing and intensity of those phases 

vary, but the vast majority of them 

eventually subside, and they move on to 

aspiring “real world” jobs. But for some 

of us, the dinosaur phase becomes an 

entire life – and I am so lucky to have 

found my place in a group of similar-

minded fossil nerds. 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 

helped nurture this life, and through 

the museum I got to know people 

like the Jasons, Dr. Ted Daeschler, 

and many others who have since 

become good friends and 

colleagues. When the time came to 

choose a college I was dead set on 

Drexel simply because of its close 

connection to one of the oldest 

natural history museums in the 

world. Technically I work two jobs: 

one at the Academy and one at the 

BBPI. But they share so much that it 

feels like one big happy family. 

Some readers are probably aware of 

the paleontological process, and how 

we bring the dead back to life: we 

excavate their remains out of a hot, 

windblown hillside; we take them back 

to the laboratory and meticulously 

clean off their bones; we bring them to 

scientific research collections where 

they can be accessioned, stored, and 

even digitized for the whole world to 

study. It’s amusing to me because I 

went through this process completely 

in reverse. I started my research path 

in the Academy collections, focused 

on Devonian fish (roughly 375 million 

years old) specifically, by searching 

through CT scans of the transitional 

fish Tiktaalik and reconstructing its 

lower jaw through digital modelling. 

Soon after that, I began work in the 

prep lab, chipping away at sauropods 

and stegosaurs that the BBPI collected 

during the 2017 season. My first 

“proper” dig will happen over the 

summer – and it’s about time I’d say! 

Thankfully, working with the BBPI 

allows me to connect all the different 

parts of the process together. It helps 

that we have such a fascinating set of 

research priorities focused around a 

specific region of the Jurassic world 

that we still don’t know that much 

about. Everything we find – whether it 

be in the field, in the lab, or even 

through a microscope – has the 

potential to be significant to 

paleontologists all across the world. At 

the same time, these fossils will 

become part of one of the greatest 

natural history collections on the 

entire planet. It feels incredible to 

contribute to such a legacy, especially 

to one that’s captivated me ever since 

I walked through the museum’s 

corridors as a small child. 

I mentioned earlier how the Academy 

and the BBPI feel like family, and it 

really is true. Vertebrate paleontology 

is not an exceptionally large field of 

study. Our research conferences are 

pretty small compared to 

those of biology, ecology 

and even the 

geosciences. Most of us 

know each other. I’ve had 

the privilege of either 

attending or presenting 

at three 

professional/international 

research conferences, 

and the atmosphere is 

just as social as it is 

scientific. In a sense, all of 

us never grew out of our 

dinosaur phase. We come 

in all shapes and sizes – 

from the tenured academics who’ve 

worked a full fifty years and had their 

names on TV, to my friends at Drexel 

describing brand new fossil species in 

the second year of their 

undergraduate degree. Every single 

person shares the exact same 

excitement and passion of an eager 

storyteller. But the stories we tell are 

real, and they shed light on a world 

beyond our imaginations that has 

been all but lost to deep time. I am 

forever grateful to be a part of it. 

 

  

Becoming Part of the Family 
by Kevin Sievers 

Kevin preparing fossils Academy of Natural Sciences’ Paleo Lab, 
collected during the 2017 Field Expedition.   
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If you haven’t already, be sure to 
check out our 2017 Annual Report! 

About Us 

The Bighorn Basin Paleontological 
Institute is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization dedicated to paleontology 
and earth science research, education, and 
outreach.  We harness the universal appeal 
of dinosaurs to engage people of all 
interest levels and backgrounds to conduct 
and promote the natural sciences.  The 
greatest strengths of the institution lie in 
our seamless integration of collaborative 
scientific research, educational 
programming, and world-class, immersive 
citizen science experiences. 

The BBPI seeks to be a world-class center 
of paleontological research and education, 
and an important resource for 
paleontologists, natural scientists, and 
citizen scientists seeking to more fully 
understand and interpret the natural 
world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 

The Bighorn Basin Paleontological 
Institute seeks to collaboratively study, 
actively preserve, and dynamically interpret 
the paleontological treasures of the Bighorn 
Basin and the surrounding region, as well as 
to promote paleontology and the natural 
sciences to life-long learners, wherever they 
may be. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our Ethos 

We believe that science is an adventure - an 
adventure in exploration and discovery. 
There is no more fundamentally human or 
important endeavor than to explore. 

We believe that science has the power to 
inspire the global community, and that all 
children - fueled by endless imagination and 
insatiable curiosity - are inherently natural 
scientists. 

We believe that science is exquisitely 
capable of asking and answering questions 
about the natural world, revealing the 
universe's fundamental truths.  As such, we 
believe that science and reason are the best 
tools for addressing and solving the world’s 
most pressing problems.   

We believe that scientific discovery builds on 
the findings of other scientists. We believe 
that scientists have no greater responsibility 
than to communicate their work, sharing 
their discoveries to inspire others in the 
pursuit of knowledge. 

We believe in the power of science. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Who We Are 

Bighorn Basin Paleontological Institute 

3959 Welsh Rd, Ste. 208 

Willow Grove, PA 19090 

P: (406) 998-1390 

Info@BBPaleo.org 

Follow Us! 

BBPaleo.org 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57ccc4a9bebafb56980a7fdc/t/5a9f479c652dea8c73a3981a/1520388004590/BBPI+Annual+Report+-+2017.pdf


  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Have a blast coloring the dinosaur!  Dinosaurs ruled the earth for more than 160 million years.  They came in 

all shapes, sizes, and probably colors, too!  Use your imagination and ask your parents  

to share what you come up with on our Facebook page! 
Paleo-art Fun For Everyone! 

Diplodocss [di-PLAH-do-kus] is a sauropod dinosaur from the late Jurassic Period (150 million years ago).   

The BBPI team is excavating numerous juvenile Diplodocus’ in Montana this summer!  Illustration by Jason C. Poole. 

http://www.facebook.com/BBPaleo

